II  iililiilii 


liiii 


rb 


nq^m^^.o?/! 


"^ 


t 


Jt.b^s 


Pamphlets. 


AU. 


TT 


f  (/  i  £ 


■v/ 


y-v^ 


7  ^^7 


SERMON 


PREACHED   IN   OLD   LYME, 


BY    D.   S.   RRAINERD 


NEW    HATEN. 

PRINTED  liT  nn'TLE.   JIOREHOUSE  A  TAYt.Ol!. 


TWENTY-FIFTH   ANNIVERSARY   OF   HIS   PASTORATE,      I 
JULY    1st,    1866, 


1867. 


I 


M 


SERMON 


PREACHED   IN   OLD   LYME, 


ON  THE 


TWENTY-FIFTH   ANNIVERSARY  OF  HIS  PASTORATE, 


JULY    1st,   1866, 


BY    D.   S.   BRAINERD, 


NEW   HAVEN. 

PRINTED  BY  TCTTLE,  MOREHOUSE  &  TAYLOR. 
1867. 


SERMON. 


1st  SAMUEL,  VII.  12 ; 


"Then  Samuel  took  a  Stone  and  set  it  between Mizpeh  and  Shen,  and  called 

THE  name  of  it  EbENEZER,  SAYING,  HITHERTO  HATH  THE  LORD  HELPED  US." 

The  propriety  of  setting  up  waymarks  along  the  pathway 
of  life  over  which  we  have  passed,  is  obvious.  It  serves  the 
useful  purpose  of  giving  us  a  clear  view  of  the  space  of  time, 
through  which  our  journy  has  extended.  A  fitting  monument, 
reared  to  any  incident  or  event  worthy  to  be  held  in  remem- 
brance, never  fails,  by  the  associations  which  it  gathers  about 
it,  to  raise  within  the  mind  of  him  who  has  erected  it,  or  who 
knows  for  what  purpose  it  has  been  erected,  very  much  that  is 
instructive  and  pleasing.  This  is  alike  true  of  nations,  com- 
munities, churches,  and  individuals.  The  occasion  on  which 
Samuel,  the  last  of  the  Hebrew  Judges,  set  up  the  monument 
commemorative  of  the  event  referred  to  in  the  text,  was  that 
of  a  victory,  gained  over  the  Philistines  by  the  Hebrews, 
through  a  special  interposition  of  Jehovah.  Samuel,  whose 
ear  was  never  deaf  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  and  whose  eye, 
never  slow  to  detect  His  hand  in  what  was  passing  around  him, 
would  not  allow  an  event  so  important  in  its  bearing  on  the 
life  and  prosperity  of  his  nation,  to  pass  unrecorded  on  the 
roll  of  history.     He  set  up  a  monument  of  the  Divine  inter- 


positions  on  behalf  of  his  nation,  on  the  very  spot  where  their 
victory  over  their  enemy  had  been  gained  ;  that  future  gene- 
rations might  know  that  the  Lord  had  been  their  strength  and 
deliverer.  It  is  not  my  purpose,  in  this  discourse,  to  erect  a 
material  monument,  to  commemorate  what  we  as  a  church 
have  done  ;  for  we  have  done  nothing  worthy  of  such  com- 
memoration. I  simply  propose,  under  a  sense  of  devout  obli- 
gation to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  to  notice  some  of 
the  leading  facts  and  events  which  constitute  the  history  of 
this  Church  for  the  last  twenty-five  years, — the  period  of  time 
covered  by  its  present  pastorate.  Yesterday  marked  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  united  life  and  labors  of  this 
church  and  pastor. 

The  entire  length  of  the  life  of  this  church,  is  one  hundred 
and  seventy-three  years  ;  its  organization  having  taken  place 
in  the  year  1693,  under  the  ministry  of  its  first  Pastor,  the 
Eev.  Moses  Noyes.  Consequently,  the  quarter  of  a  century 
which  falls  under  our  survey,  comprises,  within  a  small  frac- 
tion, just  one  seventh  part  of  the  history  of  the  life  of  this 
church.  By  those  of  us  whose  natural  and  religious  lives  have 
been  connected  with  this  church,  during  this  time,  or  the  larger 
part  of  it,  and  have  gone  in  to  constitute  the  material  of 
its  history,  this  period,  whether  as  a  portion  of  the  life  of  a 
church  it  be  counted  long  or  short,  must  be  regarded  as  a  very 
important  period.  It  is  the  history  of  ourselves,  through  a 
most  important  portion  of  our  lives.  It  is  the  history  of  our 
opinions  and  sentiments,  toward  our  Maker  and  mankind.  It 
is  the  history  of  all  the  deeds  that  we  have  done,  both  good 
and  bad,  for  which  we  shall  be  held  responsible  in  the  great 
day  when  the  secrets  of  all  hearts  shall  be  revealed,  and  the 
acts  of  all  men  shall  be  unerringly  scrutinized  by  the  Judge  of 
quick  and  dead. 


It  is  the  history  of  the  new  eternal  life  within  us,  which  has 
given  us  qualification  for  membership  within  the  pale  of  this 
church,  and,  we  humbly  trust,  for  membership  in  the  kingdom 
of  blessedness  above.  It  is  a  thought,  too,  fitted  to  produce 
solemn  reflections,  that  the  real  life-work  of  those  of  us  who  have 
been  members  of  this  church  during  the  whole,  or  the  larger 
part  of  this  period,  has  been  performed  ; — the  life  of  man,  at 
this  age  of  the  world,  not  affording,  generally,  much  over  a 
quarter  of  a  century's  time  for  engagement  in  what  may  be  more 
properly  regarded  the  business  of  life. 

Full  one  third  of  the  three-score  years  and  ten, — the  com- 
monly allotted  period  of  human  life, — is  passed  in  preparation 
for  our  work,  that  we  may  enter  upon  it  advantageously,  and 
in  getting  fairly  under  way ;  while  the  last  third  of  it  com- 
prises the  period  of  our  physical  decline,  and  of  all  the  imped- 
iments to  vigorous  action  and  endurance,  that  attend  it. 

The  history  of  this  church,  therefore,  for  the  last  quarter  of 
a  century,  is  inseparably  blended  with  the  history  of  those  of 
us,  who,  having  been  members  of  it  during  this  period,  have 
finished  the  principal  part  of  our  life-work.  May  this  thought, 
so  replete  with  solemn  and  profitable  reflections,  leave  upon  us 
the  impression  which  a  proper  consideration  of  it  is  fitted  to 
make.  It  is  a  fact  not  unworthy  to  be  entered  on  this  record, 
that  the  word  of  life,  during  this  period,  has  been  steadily  held 
forth  by  this  church.  On  no  Sabbath  of  the  thirteen  hundred 
that  comprise  the  entire  number  of  Sabbaths  in  it,  have  the 
doors  of  this  sanctuary  been  unopened  to  all  who  were  disposed 
to  enter,  and  engage  in  the  worship)  of  the  Grod  of  their  fathers. 
On  no  Lord's-day,  during  this  period,  could  it  with  truth  have 
been  said,  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  were  not  presented' 
the  privilege  of  religious  worship  within  our  holy  courts. 
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It  is  a  record  which  it  is  proper  for  us  to  make  at  the  ter- 
mination of  this  period,  a  record  that  is  already  entered  on  the 
great  roll  to  be  opened  in  the  last  great  day,  that  no  member 
of  this  community  has  been  left  to  perish,  because  there  has 
been  within  his  reach  no  open  vision,  With  devout  gratitude, 
may  this  church  esteem  it  a  high  and  rare  favor  toward  itself, 
and  the  community  in  which  it  stands,  that  no  special  provi- 
dence has  interfered  to  prevent  the  holding  of  religious  wor- 
ship on  any  Sabbath  for  so  long  a  period.  This  is  a  record 
which  it  is  altogether  proper  for  us  to  make  at  this  time  ; 
for,  while  no  favor  which  a  church  can  receive,  can  be  more 
conducive  to  its  vitality  and  healthful  growth,  than  is  that  of 
having  the  oracles  of  God  give  to  it  continually  their  Divine 
utterances,  so  no  privilege  of  doing  good  to  others  can  be 
greater,  than  is  that  of  placing  within  their  reach  a  true 
knowledge  of  the  way  of  eternal  life.  This  privilege  this 
church  has  had,  without  interruption  for  a  single  Sabbath,  and 
consequently  with  it,  the  precious  opportunity  of  holding  forth, 
without  intermission,  the  word  of  life. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  times  has  the  Lord's  Supper  been 
solemnized  by  this  church  during  this  period  ;  which  has  fur- 
nished an  opportunity  to  its  members  to  be  honored,  for  at 
least  so  many  times,  as  guests  at  His  table. 

It  deserves  to  be  recorded  as  a  mark  of  the  Divine  favor 
toward  this  church,  that,  as  no  event  has  been  allowed  to  take 
place,  which  has  made  it  expedient  entirely  to  omit  public  ser- 
vices on  any  Sabbath,  so  no  event  has  been  allowed  to  take 
place  which  has  made  it  expedient  to  omit  the  observance  of 
the  Lord's  Supper  on  any  of  the  regularly  appointed  days. 
To  the  many  and  great  advantages  of  a  proper  celebration  of 
this  feast,  we  have  had  supplied  to  us,  the  benefits  of  uniform 
regularity.     Some  of  us  whose  hands  are  employed  to-day  in 


the  erection  of  this  memorial  of  Divine  love  and  goodness  to 
us,  have  been  the  constant  guests  of  our  adorable  Lord,  during 
each  of  these  one  hundred  and  fifty  times,  in  which  He  has  met 
us  at  His  table.  What  a  token  is  this  of  the  fidelity  of  the 
G-reat  Shepherd's  care  for  this  fold.  What  a  uniform  but  ever 
fresh  re-production  of  His  promise  :  "  Lo,  I  am  with  you 
always." 

Sweet  has  been  the  savor  of  these  seasons  of  welcome  guest- 
ship  at  the  table  of  the  G-reat  King  ;  and  hallowed  will  be  the 
remembrance  of  them,  when  these  earthly  courts  in  which  we 
have  so  richly  enjoyed  them,  shall  be  exchanged  for  seats  at 
the  marriage  Supper  of  the  Lamb. 

The  fruits,  borne  by  this  church  during  this  period,  deserve 
a  place  upon  this  record.  Although  they  are  by  no  means  as 
plentiful  and  fair  as  they  should  be,  and  as  would  have  afforded 
me  a  higher  degree  of  satisfaction  to  recount  before  you  to-day, 
they  are  yet  many  and  creditable  to  Him  who  has  vouchsafed 
to  us  the  grace  from  which  they  have  sprung.  An  important 
one  of  these  fruits  is,  the  continuance  of  a  healthy,  vigorous, 
spiritual  life.  There  are  periods,  of  course,  in  eveiy  church, 
in  which  its  Christian  life  undergoes  changes  ;  just  as  there 
are  periods  in  the  history  of  an  individual,  in  which  he  may  be 
properly  said  to  have  more  life,  strength,  activity  and  success, 
than  he  has  at  others.  The  history  of  this  church,  for  the 
period  under  review,  presents  no  very  great  changes,  either  in 
its  external  or  internal  estate  ;  no  events  having  occurred  to 
disturb  the  steady  and  uniform  course  which  it  has  pursued. 
It  has  held  on  its  way,  ever  doing  its  daily  occurring  work  in 
honor  of  its  adorable  Head,  with  steady  purpose,  firm  step, 
hearty  and  dignified  deportment,  and  undecaying  strength  and 
vigor. 
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In  1841,  the  year  in  whicli  its  present  pastorate  began,  the 
number  of  members  comprising  this  church  was  one  hundred 
and  six.     The  number  standing  enrolled  at  the  beginning  of 
the  present  year,  was  one  hundred  and  seventy-five,  which 
donotes  the  amount  of  its  growth,  during  this  period,  to  have 
been  sixty-nine,   or  an  average  of  a  small  fraction  less  than 
three  a  year.     This  steady  numerical  growth  of  the  church  has 
been    maintained,    it  will  be    observed,    amid    some   strong 
adverse  influences.     The  population  inhabiting  within  the  pres- 
ent boundaries  of  this  township,  has  been  slowly,  but  steadily, 
decreasing.     The  estimated  population  of  the  town,  to-day, 
could  not  be  safely  set  at  much  above  twelve  hundred  persons. 
The  diminution  of  the  population  has  been,  during  this  period, 
about  two  hundred.     But  it  is  not  the  quantity,  but  the  qual- 
ity of  the  diminution,  that  has  served  to  diminish  the  vigor, 
and  retard  the  growth  of  this  church.     It  is  the  young,  active, 
hopeful,  energetic,  who  have  been  continually  going  out  from 
us,  as  soon  as  a  proper  education  has  qualified  them  for  their 
life-work.     We  have  reared  them  in  the  bosom  of  our  families ; 
we  have  moulded  their  characters  after  what  has  seemed  to  us 
to  be  a  proper  model  of  manhood,  by  the  loving  hand  of  pater- 
nal afiection  and  advice  ;  we  have  inspired  them,  by  precept 
and  example,  with  laudable  aspirations  ;  in  many  instances, 
through  the  vouchsafements  of  Divine  grace  upon  ourselves 
and  them,  we  have  brought  them  in  the  arms  of  our  faith  to 
this  altar  of  our  common  Lord,  and  have  had  His  seal  set  upon 
them,  and  for  a  short  time  at  least,  have  had  the  satisfaction 
of  their  presence  with  us,  as  guests  at  His  table.     They  have 
been  brought  into  the  church,  not  to  remain  with  us,  but  to 
receive  among  us  a  knowledge  of  the  ways  of  Christian  life, 
that  they  might  go  out  and  employ  it  in  the  cultivation  of 
other  fields.     Thus  has  there  been  going  out  from  our  congre- 


gation  and  churcli,  a  steady  flowing  stream  of  strength,  vigor, 
and  spiritual  life,  which  every  church  needs  to  retain,  to  be 
able  to  meet  the  decay  constantly  arising  from  declining  age, 
and  the  wastes  of  mortality.  That  this  church  has  been  able 
to  hold  its  own,  as  to  numbers  and  strength,  under  this  cease- 
less drain  upon  its  vitality,  is,  I  think,  a  fact  in  its  history 
quite  remarkable  ;  and  the  honor  of  it  should  be  given  to  its 
Divine  Founder,  who  has  so  sacredly  held  it  in  His  keeping. 
Almost  at  the  beginning  of  the  period  now  under  revision,  two 
other  churches  were  organized  within  the  limits  of  this  town, 
drawing  around  them  separate  congregations,  and  constituting 
entirely  distinct  religious  communities  and  interests.  These 
organizations  have  necessarily  caused  a  considerable  diminution 
of  the  number  of  persons,  who,  but  for  their  existence,  would 
have  sought  the  privilege  of  religious  worship  with  this  original 
church.  But,  if  they  have  better  fulfilled  the  true  mission  of  a 
Christian  church  in  the  midst  of  this  people  than  we  have,  or 
should  have  done  ;  if  they  have  cultivated  and  produced  a  bet- 
ter type  of  piety — one  that  is  purer,  more  intelligent,  consist- 
ent, fruitful  in  deeds  of  charity,  and  works  of  evangelism, 
befitting  the  present  age, — let  the  glory  of  it  be  ascribed  unto 
Him,  to  whom  it  is  all  due.  We  mention  these  churches 
within  our  neighborhood,  not  to  call  attention  to  any  compar- 
isons between  ourselves  and  them,  nor  to  pass  upon  them  any 
criticisms  ;  but  simply  to  connect  with  this  period  their  origin, 
as  a  historic  fact  which  has  served,  at  least  to  some  extent,  to 
retard  the  numerical  growth  of  this  church.  But  the  most 
efficient  hindrance  to  its  growth  is,  undoubtedly,  our  culpable 
lack  of  zeal  in  the  service  of  the  Great  Master. 

Intelligent,  faithful,  unremitted  earnestness  in  the  work  of 
honoring  Him,  never  fails  to  result  in  the  edification  of  the 
body  of  Christ.     It  becomes  us  to  insert,  in  some  prominent 
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place,  on  the  pillar  set  up  by  us  to-day,  the  humble  confession, 
that  our  labors  for  the  growth  of  this  particular  branch  of  the 
body  of  Christ,  have  been  nothing,  as  compared  with  what 
they  ought  to  have  been.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  six  mem- 
bers resident  in  this  town  at  the  beginning  of  my  ministry, 
only  thirty  are  now  living  ;  seventy-six  having  transferred 
their  relation,  it  is  sincerely  hoped,  from  the  church  below  to 
the  church  above.  The  number  added  to  the  church,  during 
my  ministry,  is  two  hundred  and  two,  a  small  fraction  over 
eight  a  year. 

But  the  resistless  hand  of  death  has  been  busy  among  this 
number,  having  removed  from  it  twenty- eight ;  which  number, 
being  added  to  the  seventy-six  removals  by  death  from  the  one 
hundred  and  six  members  comprising  the  church  at  the  com- 
mencement of  my  pastorate,  makes  the  entire  list  of  mortality 
from  this  church,  during  this  period,  to  be  one  hundred  and 
four ;  not  far  from  one  half  the  amount  of  its  annual  increase. 
The  loss  by  dismissals  to  other  churches  and  by  removals  by 
discipline,  only  six,  has  reduced  the  membership  of  this  church 
at  this  date,  to  one  hundred  and  seventy-  five. 

The  number  of  Baptisms  performed  by  me  is  one  hundred 
and  forty-seven  ;  sixty-nine  having  received  this  Sacramental 
rite  at  their  entrance  upon  a  public  profession  of  their  faith ; 
and  seventy-eight  infant  children  having  been  brought  to 
the  altar  of  this  church  by  believing  parents,  to  receive  upon 
them  the  sign  and  seal  of  the  covenant  entered  into  by  Jeho- 
vah and  His  people. 

Among  the  fairer  items  of  fruit-bearing  by  this  vine,  planted 
by  the  good  hand  of  our  Lord,  and  watered  by  the  celestial 
showers  sent  by  Him,  must  be  reckoned  its  charities. 

We  do  not  speak  of  these  boastingly  ;  for  we  have  not  ap- 
proached, in  the  disbursement  of  charities,  one-fourth,  or  one 
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tenth  part  of  our  ability  and  privileges.  But  the  progress 
made  by  this  church  in  this  department  of  fruit-bearing,  is, 
nevertheless,  commendable,  and  deserves  notice,  for  the  encour- 
agement of  a  larger  measure  of  the  spirit  of  Christian  charity 
among  us,  and  of  more  frequent  deeds  of  self-denial.  During 
the  first  two  years  of  my  ministry,  the  annual  contributions  of 
this  church  and  congregation  to  objects  of  charity,  outside  of 
our  own  community,  scarcely  exceeded  two  hundred  dollars. 
Our  annual  contributions  to  the  objects  of  charity  which  have 
appealed  to  us  for  aid  for  the  last  two  years,  amount  to  about  one 
thousand  dollars.  Thus,  steadily,  has  the  standard  of  our  Christ- 
ian charities  been  rising,  until,  now,  it  is  nearly  five-fold  higher 
than  it  was  twenty-five  years  ago.  In  honor  of  Him  whose 
matchless  love  led  Him  to  humble  Himself,  and  become  poor  for 
our  sakes,  let  us  never  lower  it ;  let  us  be  found  lifting  it  higher 
and  higher,  while  we  retain  a  remembrance  of  His  illustrious 
example,  and  recognize  His  title  to  the  silver  and  the  gold,  and 
the  cattle  upon  a  thousand  hills. 

It  may  not  be  improper,  here,  to  take  a  general  survey  of  the 
labors  performed  by  the  Pastor  of  this  church,  which,  in  con- 
nection with  those  of  the  church,  have  served  to  secure  the 
above  named  results.  Of  the  thirteen  hundred  Sabbaths  com- 
prised within  this  period,  he  has  been  present,  in  person  or  by 
exchange,  on  twelve  hundred  and  eighty-one,  having  been 
absent  fourteen  Sabbaths,  and  detained  from  the  house  of  Grod 
by  sickness  on  five. 

The  supply  of  the  pulpit  on  these  fourteen  Sabbaths,  and 
on  the  five  in  which  he  has  been  detained  from  the  house  of 
Grod  by  sickness,  has  been,  with  the  exception  of  a  single  day, 
without  expense  to  either  the  church  or  society,  above  the 
annual  stipend  paid  to  the  Pastor. 
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On  these  twelve  hundred  and  eighty-one  Sabbaths,  on  which 
he  has  appeared  before  this  people  in  person  or  by  exchange, 
he  has  preached  twenty-five  hundred  sermons,  and  statedly 
held  a  third  service  in  the  evening  of  each  Sabbath  on  which 
the  weather  has  permitted  an  assembly  to  be  gathered. 

He  has  also  preached  one  hundred  and  fifty  preparatory 
lectures,  ten  hundred  and  fifty- two  week-day  lectures,  in  the 
several  districts  of  this  parish  ;  thirty  Thanksgiving  sermons, 
on  twenty-four  annual,  and  six  special  occasions  ;  thirty-three 
Fast  sermons,  on  twenty-five  annual,  and  eight  special  occasions. , 

He  has  performed,  also,  as  a  part  of  his  pastoral  work,  four- 
hundred  and  forty-two  funeral  services, — which  is  nearly 
eighteen  a  year. 

The  number  of  marriage  services  performed  by  him  is  small, 
scarcely  exceeding  five  a  year  ;  the  whole  number  during  this 
period  being  one  hundred  and  twenty-six. 

The  retrospect  which  we  have  now  taken  of  the  history  of 
this  church  during  this  period,  is  fitted  to  call  up  many  remem- 
brances and  associations  of  deep  and  tender  interest. 

In  the  first  rank  of  these  reminiscences  deserve  to  be  placed, 
the  special  seasons  of  refreshing  from  the  Lord  enjoyed  by 
this  church.  Although  there  is  but  a  single  year,  during  this 
period,  in  which  no  accessions  have  been  made  to  our  number 
by  profession,  it  has  yet  pleased  the  Great  Shepherd  to  gather 
in  His  elect  at  special  seasons.  These  seasons  hold  a  large  and 
prominent  place  in  the  memories  of  many  of  us  who  are  here 
to-day  ;  and  as  they  awaken  within  us  lively  recollections  of 
what  we  enjoyed  at  the  time  of  their  occurrence,  we  are  favored 
with  a  fresh  re-production  of  their  first  realization.  The  more 
prominent  of  these  times  of  revival  are  four  ; — the  first  occur- 
ring on  the  first  full  year  of  my  ministry,  in  1842  ;  in  which 
twenty-eight  members  of  this  congregation  came  forth,  moved 
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by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  "subscribed  with  their  own  hand  unto 
the  Lordj  and  surnamed  themselves  by  the  name  of  Israel." 

The  next  season  of  more  special  attention  to  their  spiritual 
interests,   on  the  part  of  the  members  of  this  congregation, 
took  place  in  the  year  1846,  in  which  seventeen  were  admitted 
to  membership  in  this  church.     The  third  season  of  refreshing 
from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  appeared  in  the  year  1858, — a 
point  in  the  history  of  this  church,  as  well  of  the  spiritual  life 
of  many  of  us,  which  will  be  remembered  as  long  as  memory 
shall  last ;  yea,  the  happy  results  of  it  shall  be  recounted  with 
joyous  exultation  in  the  presence  of  Him  who  revealed  His 
arm  for  our  salvation.     Fifty-seven  persons  entered  into  cove- 
nant with  God  and  this  Church  in  that  year.     Fresh  in  our 
memories  is  also  the  year  that  has  just  past,  1865,  in  which  it 
pleased  the  Great  Head  of  the  church  to  make  to  our  number 
an  accession  of  eleven  members.      Some  of  these,  however, 
although  they  had   so  recently  connected  themselves  with  us, 
have  already  left  us,  to  hold  connection  with  other  churches, 
and  to  be  employed  in  other  fields.     Sweet  is  the  fragrance  of 
the  memory  of  these  scenes.     They  seem  to  us,  as  we  view 
them  now  in  the  distance  of  the  past,  connecting  them,  as  we 
do,  not  merely  with  the  historic  life  of  this  church,  but  with 
much  that  constitutes  our  most  fondly  cherished  hopes  of  im- 
mortality, to  be  the  brightest  and  sunniest  periods  of  our  life, — 
periods  in  which  the  Great  Shepherd  of  His  fold  came  to  us  in 
love,  gently  parted  the  clouds  that  had,  to  our  sorrow,  too 
much  hid  Him  from  our  sight,  and  cast  upon  us  the  light  of 
His  countenance,  and  smiles  of  His  love.     Let  them  be  sacredly 
enshrined  in  our  memories,  and  told  by  us,  as  precious  memo- 
rials of  His  fidelity  to  His  people. 

As  to  the  pastoral  labor  performed  by  him,  the  Pastor  has, 
to-day,  to  confess  with  deep  sorrow,  that  it  has  not  been  such 
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as  the  highest  good  of  the  church  and  parish  has  needed  ;  it  has 
been  far  less  in  quantity,  and  far  inferior  in  quality,  than  was 
required  to  bring  both  the  church  and  town  into  the  state  in 
which  they  might  and  ought  to  have  been  brought.  To  him- 
self, and  he  has  reason  to  fear,  to  the  people  of  his  charge, 
this  has  been  the  most  unsatisfactory  part  of  his  ministerial 
work  ;  not  because  he  has  not  taken  a  true  pleasure  in  it,  nor 
that  he  has  met  from  his  people  the  slightest  coldness  or  hin- 
drance to  the  performance  of  it ;  but  because  the  constant  and 
frequently  recurring  preparations  for  the  pulpit,  have  made  so 
large  draughts  upon  his  time  and  thought,  that  there  has  been 
little  left  for  anything  else.  Pastoral  work,  performed  by 
time  thus  eked  out  from  that  of  the  main  work  of  the  Christ- 
ian ministry,  must,  of  necessity,  be  very  sparingly,  superficially, 
and  unsatisfactorily  done.  He  has  made  it  a  habit,  however, 
from  which  there  have  been  few,  if  any,  deviations,  during  the 
periods  of  his  ministry,  to  meet  and  to  speak  with  each  member 
of  this  church,  resident  in  the  town,  at  least  once,  if  not  sev- 
eral times,  each  year. 

Whenever  injelligence  has  reached  him,  that  sickness  or 
death,  or  any  affliction  has  entered  a  family  belonging  to  this 
church  or  parish,  he  has  suffered  no  engagements  to  detain  him 
from  the  scene  of  sorrow  ;  he  has  made  it  a  point  of  duty,  as 
especially  commissioned  of  the  Grod  of  all  comfort,  to  do  what 
he  could  to  allay  the  griefs  of  the  bereaved,  and  the  pangs  of 
the  sorrowful.  They  have  shed  no  tears,  in  all  their  afflictions, 
with  which  his  own  have  not  been  mingled.  No  family  in  this 
parish,  no  citizen  in  this  town,  has  felt  a  sorrow,  known  to 
him,  which  has  not  met  a  full  and  hearty  corresponding  emo- 
tion in  his  heart. 

What  is  true  in  respect  to  the  afflictions  of  his  people,  is 
also  true  in  respect  to  their  successes  and  prosperities. 
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As  he  stands  before  you  to-day,  lie  can  bear  testimony,  with- 
out reserve  or  exception,  that,  acting  under  a  sense  of  the 
presence  of  Him  who  gave  him  the  high  commission  to  "  take 
heed  to  all  the  flock  over  which  the  Holy  Ghost  has  made  him 
an  overseer,"  he  has  fulfilled  the  apostolic  command,  "to  rejoice 
with  them  that  rejoice  and  weep  with  them  that  weep." 

Another  reminiscence,  of  more  personal  interest  to  many  of 
us  who  are  here  to-day,  is  the  change  which  this  church  and 
congregation  have  undergone  during  this  period.  But  a  very 
small  number  of  the  faces  comprising  the  congregation  which 
presented  themselves  before  me  at  my  first  appearance  in  this 
pulpit,  are  seen  by  us  to-day.  A  quarter  of  a  century  has 
gone,  to  be  seen  by  us  no  more,  except  in  the  vista  of  remem- 
brance ;  and  the  larger  part  of  this  congregation  has  gone  with 
it.  The  fathers  and  mothers  whom  age  had  made  venerable, 
and  whom  the  cares  and  experiences  of  life  had  made  sober 
and  thoughtful,  have  all  disappeared,  and  the  places  that  once 
knew  them,  know  them  no  more  forever.  As  the  leaves  have 
their  time  to  fall,  so  the  venerable  men  and  women  of  that 
generation,  have,  one  after  another,  all  passed  away.  Those 
who  were  then  in  the  midst  of  their  years,  and  in  the  full  vigor 
of  their  manhood,  girding  themselves  with  resolute  purpose 
for  the  daily  tasks  of  their  life-work,  have  been  set  forward,  by 
the  moving  hand  of  time,  into  the  places  of  their  departed 
predecessors,  and  having  finished  up  their  life-work,  are  now, 
like  the  ripening  fruits  of  autumn,  only  maturing  to  fall,  in 
their  turn. 

The  youth  of  our  schools,  and  even  the  little  children  of  our 
families,  whose  nimble  step  and  merry  laugh,  through  the  halls 
and  familiar  apartments  of  our  dwellings,  made  them  the  life 
of  our  households,  the  light  of  our  eyes,  and  the  joy  of  our 
hearts,  have  left  their  childish  sports,  and  are  now  engaged  in 
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the  sterner  work  of  life  ;  yea,  a  generation  which  then  was  not, 
has  appeared ;  and,  by  the  discipline  of  education,  has  been 
qualified  to  receive,  with  willing  hands,  the  work  left  undone 
by  their  predecessors. 

Thus  has  the  entire  edifice  of  our  congregation  been  taken 
up  by  the  Omnipotent  hand  that  moves  the  wheel  of  time,  and 
set  down  in  this  period  of  our  history,  though  somewhat  scar- 
red, indeed,  by  the  wear  and  chafings  of  the  removal,  yet 
unbroken  and  uninjured  ;  for  both  the  church  and  congrega- 
tion is  larger  now  than  it  was  then, — the  wastes  by  death  and 
the  decadence  from  age,  being  more  than  compensated  by 
fresh  accessions  of  numbers,  life,  and  vigor.  We  revere  the 
past,  and  delight  to  live  in  a  lively  remembrance  of  it  ;  we 
cheerfully  accept  the  present,  without  any  sentiment  of  com- 
plaint or  disposition  to  undervalue  it ;  we  await  the  future 
with  trustful  hope  and  serene  expectations.  For  the  Hand 
that  has  borne  us  thus  far,  is  still  employed  in  carrying  us 
through  each  successive  period  of  time,  and  we  have  no  reason 
to  distrust  either  its  ability  or  faithfulness.  "  Say  not  thou, 
What  is  the  cause  that  the  former  days  were  better  than 
these  ?  for  thou  dost  not  inquire  wisely  concerning  this." 

Of  the  officers  of  the  church  at  the  beginning  of  my  pastor- 
ate, not  one  lingers  with  us  to-day.  They  tarried  with  us  a 
few  years,  like  good  stewards,  faithful  to  their  trust,  and  thus, 
having  served  their  generation  well,  fell  on  sleep  ;  others  have 
entered  into  their  places  ;  some  of  whom,  also,  by  their  long 
and  faithful  services,  have  already  "  purchased  to  themselves  a 
good  degree,"  and  are  awaiting  the  invitation  to  receive  their 
reward. 

Of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Church  and  Society  to 
wait  upon  and  present  me  with  the  call  to  the  pastorate  of 
this  church,  only  one  survives.     It  is  our  joy  that  he  still  lin- 
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gers  with  us,  affording  us,  even  amid  the  pressure  of  years  and 
of  heavy  infirmities,  a  rare  specimen  of  dignified  manhood, 
and  a  bright,  cheerful  old  age. 

So  great,  indeed,  has  been  the  change  in  respect  to  the  iden- 
tity of  the  officers  of  this  church,  of  its  membership,  and  of 
the  congregation,  that  we  can  truthfully  say,  more  are  they  who 
have  gone  from  us,  than  they  who  are  with  us. 

The  names  of  the  pious  dead,  engraven  upon  their  tomb- 
stones, almost  equal  the  names  of  the  pious  living,  upon  the 
roll  of  the  church. 

How  great  the  change  wrought  in  so  brief  a  period.  It 
should  lead  us,  who  have  passed  through  it,  to  inquire,  not 
with  fear  and  consternation,  but  with  serene  faith  in  Grod, 
where  we  shall  probably  be,  when  the  events  of  another  quar- 
ter of  a  century  shall  be  chronicled  before  the  congregation  here. 

It  would  be  a  gross  defect  in  this  survey,  should  we  fail  to 
connect  the  history  of  this  church,  during  this  period,  with  the 
great  public  events,  both  civil  and  religious,  that  have  been 
transpiring  and  giving  character  to  this  age.  The  last  quarter 
of  a  century  comprises  a  period  of  great  importance  in  the 
history  of  the  civilized  world  ; — a  period  of  great  enterprises 
and  great  achievements.  In  no  period  of  similar  length  in 
American  history,  has  this  nation  attempted  so  much,  or 
achieved  so  much,  fitted  to  set  itself  forward  in  the  right 
course  of  Christian  civilization.  The  pulse  of  the  entire  Prot- 
estant world  has  been  beating  quicker  and  stronger,  in  favor  of 
evangelical  sentiment,  and  charitable  enterprise.  More  has 
been  done  to  set  the  world  forward  in  the  right  direction,  than 
in  any  other  quarter  of  a  century  since  the  Keformation.  It 
is  our  rejoicing,  that,  as  the  great  Christian  commonwealth 
with  which  this  church  is  connected,  has  not  been  slow,  in 
comparison  with  other  branches  of  it,  to  apprehend  the  mis- 

3 


18 

sion  of  this  period  of  time,  so  this  local  churcli  has  not  been 
insensible  to  its  claims  upon  her,  as  her  annually  increasing 
charities  are  the  proof.  The  world,  during  this  period,  has 
gone  forward  in  the  right  direction,  and  this  church  has  gone 
with  it,  not  as  a  heavy  weight  upon  it,  to  retard  its  progress, 
or  to  be  borne  along  by  it,  but,  though  a  small  one,  yet  a  living 
wheel,  which  has  moved  by  its  own  intrinsic  vital  forces,  and 
carried  along  with  it,  of  the  superincumbent  weight,  what  it 
could.  As  it  has  cherished  a  profound  reverence  for  Divinity, 
so  it  has  cherished,  and  felt  it  a  duty  to  cherish,  a  profound' 
reverence  for  humanity,  made  in  the  image  of  Divinity,  and  to 
do  what  it  could  for  its  relief  from  suffering.  Hence  it  has 
cultivated  broad  and  liberal  views  of  Christian  charity. 

It  was  on  this  account,  that  it  slid  so  easily  into  this  nation's 
recent  struggle  for  national  life.  The  instant  that  great  struggle 
began,  to  the  triumphal  shoutings  at  its  close,  this  church, 
almost  as  a  unit,  adopted  it  as  its  own,  and  never  ceased  to 
bear  it  on  its  inmost  heart,  through  all  its  successes  and  re- 
verses, its  hopes  and  its  fears,  until  its  triumphant  termination. 
If  anything  has  been  done  by  this  nation  during  the  last  quar- 
ter of  a  century,  and  especially  during  its  recent  attempt  to 
preserve  its  national  life,  to  vindicate  the  title  of  man  to  the 
natural  and  inalienable  rights  with  which  the  Grod  of  nature 
has  endowed  him  ;  to  rescue  the  oppressed  from  the  hands  of 
the  oppressor,  and  assert  the  great  principles  of  human  free- 
dom ;  to  give  the  nations  of  the  earth  a  strong  and  wholesome 
lesson  on  our  appreciation  of  the  great  principles  on  which  our 
institutions  have  been  founded,  and  on  our  purpose  and  ability 
to  defend  them  ;  if  anything,  I  say,  has  been  done  by  this 
nation,  to  set  itself  forward,  and  the  world  with  it,  in  the 
right  course  of  Christian  civilization,  this  church  has  had  a 
true  and  earnest  hand  in  it  all.     Its  patriotism  has  never  fal- 
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tered.  Its  united  prayers  and  labors  have  gone  fortti,  in  cease- 
less flow,  from  true  hearts  and  willing  hands,  in  support  of  the 
government,  and  for  the  success  of  its  aims.  It  has  had  intel- 
ligence enough  to  trace  the  relation  between  civil  and  religious 
freedom,  and  moral  courage  enough  to  utter  and  assert  its 
principles. 

I  have  now  finished  this  Historic  sketch.  We  should  not 
fail  to  notice  what  it  reveals,  and  to  derive  from  it  a  benefit 
beyond  the  mere  pleasure  of  listening  to  its  recital.  We 
should  not  be  afraid  calmly  to  look  at  the  faults  which  it  dis- 
covers in  our  church-life  and  character,  and  also  in  our  individ- 
ual lives  and  characters.  For  it  is  only  by  a  careful  contem- 
plation of  our  defects,  that  we  can  come  to  a  knowledge  of 
their  number,  or  of  their  greatness  and  mischievous  effects  ; 
while  no  purposes  of  amendment  will  be  formed  by  us,  which 
are  not  adopted  under  a  lively  sense  of  guilt,  and  shame  of  our 
deficiences. 

On  the  other  hand,  this  brief  survey  reveals  to  us  much  that 
is  hopeful  and  animating.  It  brings  fresh  to  our  view  the 
loving  and  unwearied  faithfulness  of  the  Great  Shepherd  of 
His  fold  ;  His  readiness  to  overlook  the  faults  of  His  people, 
and  follow  them  with  His  blessings  ;  His  promises  of  gracious 
care  for  them,  in  their  successive  generations,  that  the  changes 
which  take  place  in  all  secular  things  around  them,  may  not 
harm  or  scatter  them,  and  that  the  gates  of  hell  may  never 
prevail  against  His  church.  His  fold  is  safely  kept ;  for  the 
Great  Shepherd  of  Israel  never  slumbers  nor  sleeps.  Let 
thoughts  of  His  goodness  to  us  as  a  part  of  His  common  fold, 
serve  to  increase  our  confidence  in  Him,  and  make  -the  future 
of  our  record  brighter  and  more  honorable  to  Him,  than  is  the 
present  or  the  past. 
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